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PERISCOPE

WORTH YOUR TIME

His Better ‘Last Lecture’

HEN IT COMES T
off, there are
fiew Web sites that offer

the rich resounces of YouTibe.
Singe last fall millions of peo-
ple have visited the site 1o
waich *The Last Locture,” ter-
minally ill Camnegic Mellon
professor Randy Pausch’s
hourlong sddress on reaching
voist drcatis. The lechire,

GET BUSY LIVING: Pieusch offers
wsefiul rips om productivicy

which formed the basis for the
best-selling book published by
Hyperion last month, is fnmny,
instructive and uplifting - it
it's not Pausch's best. *The ralk
that I'm actually most proud of
i the talk I've given aver the
years on “Time Mansgement”
Pausch wrote on his blog

this spring.

He gave a version of that
oration to 850 people ot the
University of Virginia last fall,
and it's abso now available on
YouTube. At this point I'm an
autharity on what to do with
limited time” Panisch, 46, told
the audiener while displaying
CT scans of his pancreatic
cancer. { Last August doctors
projected three o six months
ol “good health™; since then
e’ suffered heart and kidney
failure, bat last week his
strength was returning.) While
fess inspirational than his oele-
brated bocture, this one i filled
with practical tips on Pausch's
passion; becoming more pro-
ductive by setting priorities,
multitasking, efficiently deal-
ing with e-mail, managing
meeetings and minimizing dis-
tractions from chatty col-
leagucs. While many of the
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tips will be famikiar to fans of
effichency books like “Getting
Things Dane” or productivity
Wb sites like LifeHacker.com,
some of Pausch's tactics are ¢x-
treme. He's hooked three mon-
frors o his PC {10 maximize
his ehectronic workspace), put
uncomiortable chairs in his of-
fice (o keep visitors from fin-
gering) andd he stamds up while
talking on the phone (as an in-
centive to finish quickly).

The goal is not to become
some supethiaman office
drone, he says, but to make it
easicr to get hack home, where
one’s real biving is dene. “Time
s all we have, and you may
find one day you have bess than
:nnuhmi“u\_\l'auxh whose
thiree children are all under age
6, One thing's for sure: i his
Wb vidoo results in less time
sucked away by YouTube,
somewhere Pausch will be
smiling.  —DusiEL MOGINK

MUSIC

THE SWEETEST SOUND: The Firrvard Krokodibser perform in New Yark

Songs in the Key of Cheese

OP-TRIVIA GUESTION:
Puﬁa:ch-:juun vander

Beek (of *Dawson’s
Creek™) and Osama bin Laden
have in comman? In their
youth, both dabbled in a cap-
pella. According to “Pitch Per-
fect: The Gruest for Collegrate
A Cappella Glory,” by author
Mickey Rapkin, the teenage

Louise Erdrich

A Niavive American novelin and poes,
Firdrich tr kemosm for hawnt g stories of
racirm and resernation [ife, mch i “Love
Medicine.”Her 13th movel, “The Plague of
Dhaves,” recounts the shaighter of d farm
Sy im & Nowch Dakora rowm, Her lise:

MY FIVE MOST IMPORTANT BOOKE

“Tha Portabls Chekhov™ sdiled by Avrahm Tarmolimeky. | can
easily carry it amywhere for Berary solace.

2M}hunmmmmmmw
l\q)lr_l_‘dhlllﬂtﬂhmlﬂlm‘]'

“Everything That Rises Must Converge™ by Flunnery 0'Coenor.
This ling électrifled me: “Go back 1o hill whera youw cama fram,
mwdnrlm 1t madie ma want to write.

“Thae Workd Without Us™ by Alan Weisman. The moit shattering
Nw‘mlrﬂl&m

m-u—whmnm.a ook of Lisib a5
desperats grace, partaps the best novel about resarvation life.

;;ﬁmmmunnmm“mmwwm

Hm.s-ny m wﬁa.

/8008 Y06 HOPE PURENTS WILL SEA 10 TS CoLpaEs: Wik Stalg's

books, Including the original “Shrek!™ Single, beastiful, funny.

and an sdult can read them without suffering brain damags.

() P an encerst from Lo Ercrich's mutgeneratinal new
book. "The Plague of Doves.” at stro.Newswesl.com

bin Laden—who opposed the
use of instruments —organized
a groug with his pals. That dis-
oOvery “was ity weind,” sy
Rapkin. “It just shows thata
cappella is everywhere™ Love it
or hateit, he's right: there are
1,200 callege groups in the
United States, uniting some
18,000 kids under ivy-covered
arcways to belt out Coldplay
tumnes, But Raplkin's book re-
weals = workd with as much dis-
cond as harmony. One group
(the Beelzebubs of Tufts Uni-
wersity) dropped maore than
$30,000 to recond a CDy; an-
other (the University of Vir-
ginia’s Hullabahoos) traveled
o the Philippines to sing. The
two narmowly avoided a dnank-
en postperformance bravl with
each other.

Most 2 cappella singers
don't pursue canvers in music;
still, their passion is all-
cansuming. “They stay upall
nidght debating one song.” savs
Rapkin, himself s former per-
foreer. 1t's about the lare of
famse, e says. The Hullaba-
hoos can draw 4,000 fans o a
show, Harvands Rrokodiloes
anmially rake in $300,000
from gigs and CI sales. Fos
just as many people, listening

ninth ring of hell. “Khaki
pants, vests and snapping are
mever going 1o be cocl” Rapkin
ou have to embrace the
humor off ie.” Or ran away
SACANINE, Saman KLivy




